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the service of the Marconi Company, and lately running on the St. Louis, was the wireless operator. He was selected by the Company out of many volunteers on account of his skill and pluck. By actual test this Marconi apparatus is able to transmit messages seventy-five miles, and by its aid we hoped to keep in almost daily communication with transatlantic steamers, and from them to the land.
A small kite was carried in the lifeboat, for use in case shipwreck should make it necessary for the crew to take to the boat. The wireless apparatus being there, and the accumulators, the electrical energy stored in the latter could be utilized in sending messages for help to passing steamers by sending up a kite with a fine wire to serve as an aerial.
The lifeboat used in the voyage, and still in existence, is twenty-seven feet long, six feet beam, and three and one-half feet depth amidships. Each end is decked and made into a large watertight compartment. Midships is a cockpit, protected by a canopy. This staunch boat was built by Saunders of East Cowes, Isle of Wight, and that celebrated builder thinks it the finest piece of work he has ever turned out. The hull is of three thicknesses of veneered mahogany and two layers of canvas stitched together, ribbed and strengthened. In the bottom